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 25,000 TREES PLANTED 

 

July and August is the time to plant trees in 
Ethiopia and it is very pleasing to be able to start 
this newsletter with a real success story - the 
planting of more than 25,000 indigenous tree 
seedlings in the Entoto Natural Park this year.  
Last year 8,000 trees were planted so this year’s 
exercise is a real triumph. 

 
 

17 organisations took part, with pride of place 
going to the Awash Bank and Awash Insurance, 
whose staff planted 10,000 seedlings.   
Over 700 volunteers were involved in the 
planting. Nine kinds of indigenous trees were 
planted, including Acacia abyssinica, Olea 
africana (African olive), Phoenix Reclinata (wild 
date palm), Dovyalis abyssinica (Abyssinian 
gooseberry) and Cordia Africana (Wanza). 
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PARK GUIDE 

The Trust has just recruited its first Park Guide.  
His task will be to set up trails in the Park, to 
provide guided walks and encourage support for 
the Park.  He will be working with schools and 
colleges, hotels and tourist companies and 
business organisations. 
 
INTERNATIONAL HERITAGE DAY 

The Trust in Addis Ababa celebrated 
International Heritage Day on 18 April in their 
headquarters, the old home of Ras Kebede 
Mengesha with a photographic exhibition of 
natural, historical and cultural heritage.  The  
exhibition was opened by a delegate from the 
Addis Ababa Culture and Tourism Bureau  and 
there was extensive coverage in the press and on 
radio and television.  
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THE MAGIC AND MYSTERIES OF ETHIOPIA 
  

Ethiopian Quadrants is offering a tour of Ethiopia to Trust 
members, relatives, friends and others interested in touring 
this unique country. 
Dates: 14 – 27 September 2020. 
Price:  US$ 4,355 (c £3,484 at current exchange rates) 
This includes international and domestic flights. 
Itinerary: includes Addis Ababa, Axum, Yeha, Lalibela, Gondar, 
Simien National Park and Bahir Dar . 
There is also an optional extension to 30 September to visit the  
Bishangari Eco-Lodge and Lake Langano in the Rift Valley. 

 
Day 1 Depart London Heathrow in the evening on Ethiopian Airlines. 

Day 2 Arrive Addis Ababa city about 0700, transfer to your hotels, afternoon city tour, Mount Entoto. 

Day 3 Morning visit to the Ethiopian Heritage Trust Office and Ethnographic Museum.  Afternoon 
National Museum.  Evening talk, details TBA 

Day 4 Fly to Axum. Tour the sites in town. 

Day 5 Excursion to 800 BC temple at Yeha. 

Day 6 Fly to Lalibela.  Tour the rock hewn churches in town. 

Day 7 Excursions to outlying churches.  

Day 8 Fly to Gondar, from the airport leave for Simien Mountains National Park. 

Day 9 Full day in the Simien Mountains National Park. 

Day 10 Drive to Gondar.  Tour the castles and churches. 

Day 11 Visit Debre Berhan Selassie church then drive to Bahir Dar, visiting the Blue Nile Falls en route. 

Day 12 Morning boat trip on Lake Tana to mediaeval churches, picnic lunch on boat. Early evening flight 
back to Addis Ababa. 

Day 13 Eve of Ethiopian Meskel [Finding of the True Cross] Celebration.  Personal time and, in the 
afternoon and early evening, experience Meskel. 

Day 14 Breakfast, then drive to airport for morning departure on Ethiopian Airlines.  Arrive in London 
Heathrow late afternoon. 

 

The tour will be run by Ethiopian Quadrants, who have been 
organising tours of Ethiopia for over 25 years. 

The specialist guide will be Dr. Jacke Phillips, who regularly 
lectures on such tours.  She is a Trustee of the Ethiopian 
Heritage Trust (UK) and has waived her fee for this tour. 

The Tour will, of course, include a visit to the Entoto Natural 
Park. 

For each participant Ethiopian Quadrants will make a 
donation of £150 to the Heritage Trust in Addis Ababa. 

 

Please bring the Tour to the attention of any friends you think might be interested. 

A brochure about the tour accompanies this newsletter. 
For any queries please contact Jacke Phillips jsphillips1428@gmail.com  
or Michael Sargent khubdoost@hotmail.com  
or direct to Tony Hickey at ethiopianquadrants@gmail.com  

mailto:jsphillips1428@gmail.com
mailto:khubdoost@hotmail.com
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FUNDS SENT TO THE TRUST IN ADDIS 
ABABA 

Since the beginning of 2019 £11,000 has been sent 
to the Trust in Addis Ababa.  The funds have 
been spent on helping upgrade the Trust’s IT 
equipment and internet facilities, on the 
employment of the Park Guide and on support 
for the tree planting operation. 
 
ETHIOPIAN PRIME MINISTER’S INITIATIVES 

We are immensely heartened by the green 
initiatives that have been taken recently by the 
Ethiopian Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed. 

The first was launched in February - the Addis 
Ababa Riverside Project.  This aims to develop 
and rehabilitate two rivers in the city flowing 
from the mountains of Entoto to the Akaki River. 

Its goals are to develop clean water, to mitigate 
the risks of flooding and to create green parks 
along the riverbanks. 

This new initiative provides a wonderful 
counterpart to the Entoto Natural Park. 

In May the Prime Minister announced a 
campaign to plant 4 billion trees in Ethiopia in 
2019, and on 30 July state officials were given a 
day off to plant trees and a reported 350 million 
trees were planted in one day. 
 
VISITS TO ETHIOPIA 

In February/March Chair Michael Sargent and his 
wife Patsy visited Ethiopia.  While it was a 
sentimental journey – they lived in Addis Ababa 
for six years in the 1990’s – it provided a good 
opportunity for discussions with the Ethiopian 
Heritage Trust in Addis Ababa.   

The Trust was immensely welcoming and the 
exchange of ideas was most helpful. 

We are lucky that another Board Member, Dr. 
Negusse Tewoldemedhin, was in Addis Ababa in 
July and was able to have 3 days of useful talks 
with the Trust. 

It is clear that the Trust has the support of many 
people in positions of importance – including the 
Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 

 
It was most heartening to find that when the 
goals of the Trust and the development of the 
Entoto Natural Park are explained to people at all 
levels of society there is, almost universally, a 
very positive reaction. 

The question of the claims for parts of Entoto 
Park was discussed during both visits, but there 
is as yet no resolution.  The Trust continues to 
lobby strongly in its defence. 
 
No Trust funds were spent on these visits. 
 
AMBASSADORIAL  MEMBERS 

We are pleased to record that the Ethiopian 
Ambassador to the UK, HE Mr. Fesseha Shawel 
Gebre has joined the Trust here, while the British 
Ambassador to Ethiopia, HE Mr  Alastair McPhail 
has joined the Trust in Addis Ababa. 
 
CHARITY COMMISSION 

Our application to the Charity Commission to be 
registered as a charity was submitted at the end 
of May.  We have had no substantive reply 
though we are assured that we are not forgotten.  
 
PAYPAL 

We can now receive payments via Paypal.  The 
email address is 
ethiopianheritagetrustuk@gmail.com  
 
GREETINGS CARD 

A reminder that we 
have a Greetings 
Card available for 
purchase.   

The text inside says simply “With the Season’s 
Greetings” in English and Amharic.  

Please email us if you would like copies.  They are 
sold in packs of 5, price £5 (including postage). 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 

Tel:  020 8852 5522 

Email:  ethiopianheritagetrustuk@gmail.com 

Website:  www.ethiopianheritagetrustuk.org 

mailto:ethiopianheritagetrustuk@gmail.com
mailto:ethiopianheritagetrustuk@gmail.com
http://www.ethiopianheritagetrustuk.org/

